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8		  Aren‘t we  learning anything from this?
		  For decades, the same causes have been leading to acci
		  dents: “loss of control in flight,” followed by landing 
		  accidents, collisions with the ground, takeoff and	
		  off-field landing accidents. Are there any solutions?

14		  When the north wind blows
		  It is almost always the southerly wind that allows for
		  long distances in the thermal. Our author therefore set 
		  out to experience the northern thermal over Austria 
		  and explore flight routes.

22		  Learning from the masters
		  World-class pilots Terry Delore, Robin Smit, and
		  Norbert Alion Scarlat demonstrate how they identify 
		  opportunities, deal with uncertainty, and make the most
		  of the conditions at hand.

28		  Lots of News from the East
		  This time, our author is on a badge hunt in eastern 
		  Czechia, Hungary, and eastern Slovenia.

36		  Main lines
		  Updraft patterns are the highways of gliding. Those who
		  make effective use of these lift lines are rewarded with 
		  high average speeds and long distances. 

42		  SGP Varese
		  Der Sonnenuntergang über der Wüste kommt recht
		  plötzlich – der Endanflug nach einem weiten Strecken-
 
46		  When a year takes flight
		  The Year of the Sports Soldiers 2025 came to a close 
		  in Africa. A year marked by passion and community.

52		  Weather-Stress
		  Cross-country gliding also means being flexible and 
		  chasing the good weather.

58		  An Airplane that didn‘t want to go to the museum
		  Designed over 70 years ago, the Kranich III still turns
		  heads – and it flies. 

62		  Practice Safely, Interruption During a Winch Launch 
		  You need to practice what to do if a rope breaks during 
		  a winch launch. We’ll give you tips on how to do it safely.

68		  Be there in the cockpit when it counts
		  Mental training is “practicing in your head” with the
		  goal of performing well when it counts.

82		  Crash during landing approach
		  Limited flying experience and the lack of a medical 
		  certificate led to a tragic accident. 

84		  2 hours of hobbies every day
		  Jaroslav Potmesil and the story behind HPH.

90		  Double Relaunch at Segelflug.de
		  It‘s back up and running: the classifieds platform.

92		  good airmanship
		  A spirit of helpfulness that deserves a gold medal is 
		  what our author experienced during his flight.
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